
City Council 
Report 


City Council Meeting: June 5, 2020 
Agenda Item: 3.A 


To: Mayor and City Council 

From: Lane Dilg, Interim City Manager, City Manager's Office 

Subject: Adoption of Resolution Ratifying Emergency Proclamation and Supplements 
Regarding Violence and Looting 


Recommended Action 

Staff recommends that Council adopt the proposed resolution ratifying the 
Executive Order issued by the Director of Emergency Services declaring the 
existence of a local emergency in the city of Santa Monica. 

Executive Summary 

In response to violence and looting in connection with protests of the tragic death 
in Minnesota of George Floyd, on May 30, 2020, the Interim City Manager, as the 
City’s Director of Emergency Services, issued an Executive Order declaring the 
existence of a local emergency. The Interim City Manager, as Director of 
Emergency Services, has since issued a total of five supplements to the Executive 
Order, each establishing a curfew beginning on the date of issuance to protect the 
health and safety of persons and property in Santa Monica. All five supplements 
have by their terms expired and so do not require confirmation by the City Council. 
The Executive Order declaring the local emergency must be ratified by the City 
Council within 7 days of its issuance. This staff report recommends ratifying the 
declaration of a local emergency. 


Discussion 

On the evening of May 29, violence and looting occurred in Los Angeles in connection 
with a peaceful protest of the tragic death of George Floyd. As a result, on May 30, 
2020, in anticipation of a spread of the violence and looting in connection with other 
scheduled peaceful protests, a number of cities, including Los Angeles, Beverly Hills, 
Culver City, and West Hollywood, declared local emergencies and established curfews 
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starting at 8:00 pm. For the same reasons, the Interim City Manager, as the Director of 
Emergency Services, issued an Executive Order declaring a local emergency in Santa 
Monica (Exhibit A), and a first supplement to that executive order establishing a citywide 
curfew from 8:00 pm on May 30 to 5:30 am on May 31. (Exhibit B) 

In the afternoon and evening of May 30, peaceful protests in Beverly Hills and Los 
Angeles were accompanied by looting and violence. As a result, on May 31, again in 
anticipation of a spread of the violence and looting in connection with scheduled 
peaceful protests, Los Angeles, Culver City, and West Hollywood declared curfews 
beginning at 8:00 pm, and Beverly Hills set a curfew starting at 1:00 pm in its business 
district, and 4:00 pm citywide. In the early afternoon of May 31, in association with an 
ongoing peaceful protest in Santa Monica, some looting began. As a result, the Director 
of Emergency Services issued a second supplement establishing a citywide curfew from 
4:00 pm on May 31 to 5:30 am on June 1. (Exhibit C) 

Despite the curfew, in the late afternoon and evening of May 31, extensive looting 
occurred in stores located in Santa Monica, with windows and doors broken in large 
numbers of stores in the downtown business district, police assistance from neighboring 
jurisdictions needed to assist in addressing the violence and looting, and the National 
Guard arriving to provide additional assistance. The looting and violence on May 31 
was not limited to Santa Monica, and similar conduct occurred in other locations, 
including Los Angeles and Long Beach. 

Following the events of May 31, Los Angeles County established a county-wide curfew 
from 6:00 pm to 6:00 am. The City of Beverly Hills maintained its 1:00 pm citywide 
curfew. On June 1, with an additional protest scheduled for Santa Monica, the Director 
of Emergency Services issued a third supplement establishing a citywide curfew from 
1:30 pm on June 1 to 5:30 am on June 2. (Exhibit D) 

On June 1, with both the police and National Guard deployed, there was limited activity 
in Santa Monica. Despite enhanced police presence and patrols, however, violence 
and looting occurred in both Van Nuys and Hollywood. 
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On June 2, the countywide curfew from 6:00 pm to 6:00 am remained in place. As a 
result of the continuing threat of violence, however, on June 2, Beverly Hills left in place 
its citywide 1:00 pm curfew. For the same reasons, the Director of Emergency Services 
issued a fourth supplement establishing a citywide curfew from 2:30 pm on June 2 to 
5:30 am on June 3. (Exhibit E) 

On June 3, 2020, Los Angeles County modified its countywide curfew to run from 9:00 
pm to 5:00 am. As a result of the continuing threat of violence, however, both Beverly 
Hills and Culver City maintained curfews set to begin at times earlier than 9:00 pm (1:00 
pm in Beverly Hills business district and 4:00 pm in Beverly Hills citywide, and 6:00 pm 
in Culver City citywide). In light of planned peaceful protests in areas within the City of 
Los Angeles near Santa Monica and intelligence indicating that there remained a threat 
of violence and looting surrounding these protests, the Director of Emergency Services 
issued a fifth supplement establishing a citywide curfew from 6:00 pm on June 3 to 5:00 
am on June 4. (Exhibit F) 

The executive order declaring a local emergency and its five supplements were issued 
by the Interim City Manager as the Director of Emergency Operations, under authority 
of Santa Monica Municipal Code 2.16.060. The declaration of local emergency must be 
ratified by the City Council within seven days. See SMMC 2.16.060. The five 
supplements have, by their terms, expired and are no longer in force; as a result, the 
City Council need not confirm them. Staff now requests that Council adopt the attached 
resolution ratifying the executive order declaring the existence of a local emergency in 
the City of Santa Monica. 

Financial Impacts and Budget Actions 

None. 
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Prepared By: George Cardona, Interim City Attorney 

Approved_ Forwarded to Council 


Lane SfigTlnterim City Manager 




Attachments: 

A. A-Proclamation - Local Emergency - May 30 

B. B-First Supplement - Local Emergency - May 30 

C. C-Second_Supplement_-_Local_Emergency_-_May_31 

D. D-Third_Supplement_-_Local_Emergency_-June_1 

E. E-Fourth_Supplement_-_Local_Emergency_-_June_2 

F. F-Fifth_Supplement_-_Local_Emergency_-_June_3 

G. Proposed Resolution - Emergency Ratification 

H. Written Comments 
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